Dear NBIA member,
 
Today, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) introduced legislation that would provide the most significant assistance to date to the business incubation industry. The proposed legislation – the Business Incubator Promotion Act – acknowledges the effectiveness of business incubation to job creation and specifically requests that the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA) fund incubators through eligible activities. (A copy of the proposed legislation and a summary of the bill are attached.) If approved, the legislation would:
 
· Give EDA the authority to provide operating funds to support activities that will help incubators work toward self-sustainability. 

· Support and specify EDA funding of programmatic and technical assistance activities for new and expanding incubators (not just bricks and mortar and early-stage operations). 

· Specify EDA authority to fund incubator feasibility studies and plans for construction of new or expansion of existing business incubators, as well as the implementation of those studies and plans (acquisition of property, new construction, renovation of existing buildings, etc.). 

· Modify the current scales used by the EDA to make it easier for regions to qualify for increased funding (a greater federal share) based on a shorter duration of unemployment rate (from 24 months to 12 months) and decreased unemployment rate average compared with the national unemployment rate. 

· Reduce the non-federal share of project costs to 20 percent in designated areas of “special need.” 

· Require the Secretary of Commerce to publish criteria used in making awards and specifying certain criteria.
 

As you know, these types of support for our nation’s incubation programs are both unprecedented and much needed. I urge you to write and call your senators today to ask them to support the Business Incubator Promotion Act. Attached is a template letter you can adapt and use for this purpose, but I also urge you to follow up your letter with a phone call or a visit to your senators’ offices. For contact information for U.S. senators, visit www.senate.gov. 
Because we expect this bill to be assigned to the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment & Public Works, we especially urge you to contact your senators if they are members of this committee. For a complete list of committee members, visit http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Members.Home. 
Even if your senators are not members of this committee, however, we still need your help. Brown’s office continues to look for co-sponsors for this important legislation, and any senator – on the Environment & Public Works Committee or off – can sign on. Simply have him or her contact Chris Slevin in Brown’s office at chris_slevin@brown.senate.gov to become a co-sponsor. The more support we can generate for this bill now means the more likely it will be to move forward.
Thank your for your help with this important effort. With your assistance, we will continue to raise awareness of the business incubation industry in Washington, D.C., so you can better help your entrepreneurial clients create new jobs and return the U.S. economy to health. 

For more information on an exciting study conducted by Grant Thornton for EDA showing the job-creating value of business incubators, template letters to Congress and your stakeholders, and other resources, see www.nbia.org/works. 

Please alert us to your actions and support our efforts to promote business incubation.
Sincerely, 

David Monkman

President & CEO
National Business Incubation Association

