[Date]
The Honorable [Insert full name of senator]
U.S. Senate

[Insert address, available at www.senate.gov]
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator [Insert senator’s last name]:

As a member of the National Business Incubation Association, the world’s leading organization for business incubation professionals, I urge you to support the Business Incubator Promotion Act, introduced today by Sen. Sherrod Brown of Ohio. As Congress looks for new ways to help turn around the struggling U.S. economy, it’s imperative that you not overlook business incubators – the foremost creator of jobs in our nation. 
For more than 30 years, incubators like [insert the name of your program] have been helping entrepreneurs turn their ideas into viable businesses, promoting innovation and creating jobs by providing emerging companies with business support services and resources tailored to young firms to increase their chances of success. 
In our community, [insert information on your program and its impact on your community and its economy]. The Business Incubator Promotion Act goes a long way toward ensuring that programs like ours can continue to help entrepreneurs in the years to come.

Important research conducted by Grant Thornton for EDA last year proves that business incubators provide communities with significantly more jobs at far less cost than do any other public works infrastructure projects. According to “Construction Grants Program Impact Assessment Report,” business incubators provide up to 20 times more jobs than community infrastructure projects at a fraction of the cost. (For more information on this study and its findings, visit www.nbia.org/works.) 
Previous EDA funding for incubator projects has been limited primarily to bricks and mortar and early-stage operations. In contrast, the Business Incubator Promotion Act would provide the most significant assistance to date to the business incubation industry. Of particular interest to NBIA and its members is the proposal to give the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration the authority to provide operating funds to support activities that will help incubators work toward self-sustainability, and funds for programmatic and technical assistance activities for new and expanding incubators. We also appreciate the legislation’s efforts to ensure that the most economically distressed areas have opportunities to receive more EDA funds by increasing the federal vs. local share of funding based on unemployment rate data.  
The process of developing new incubation programs, while important, can take two to three years or more. But the nation’s existing network of nearly 1,000 incubators – including many best-practice programs with excellent track records – already is in place and prepared to expand services to new populations and geographic areas. New investments in these programs can garner results immediately.

I urge you to sign on as a co-sponsor of the Business Incubator Promotion Act or to otherwise support this important legislation. With your assistance, incubation programs like [insert the name of your program] can help America’s entrepreneurial firms continue to create new jobs and return the U.S. economy to health. 

If you have any questions about [insert incubation program name] or would like to schedule a tour of our facility, please feel free to contact me. Thank you for time and consideration.

Sincerely,

[Insert your contact information]
